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Okay,	so	I’m	late	to	the	party.Not	long	ago,	I	needed	to	replace	my	smart	phone,	so	I	bought	an	iPhone	3G.	I	had	a	couple	of	goals	for	the	iPhone.	First,	I	wanted	to	understand	what	the	fuss	was	all	about.	I	also	wanted	to	explore	the	app	store,	particularly	after	reading	about	some	of	the	interesting	and	potentially	cool	games	coming	to	the	platform.	A
distant	third	was	perhaps	loading	up	some	music	to	carry	around,	but	I	was	a	little	reluctant,	since	battery	life	has	always	been	a	little	concern	with	Apple’s	mobile	phone.Well,	I’m	here	to	report	that	battery	life	is	still	an	issue,	but	not	because	of	anything	I	predicted.Take	my	second	point:	so	far,	I’ve	downloaded	exactly	one	app	from	the	iPhone	App
Store,	and	it’s	not	a	game.	(It’s	TrailGuru,	for	those	of	you	who	are	curious.)	So	the	App	store	and	games	haven’t	really	captured	much	of	my	attention,	at	least	to	this	point.My	mobile	phone	use	(as	a	phone)	is	somewhat	desultory,	particularly	compared	to	most	of	my	compatriots.	I	rarely	come	close	to	using	my	maximum	time,	and	I	only	send	out	a
handful	of	SMS	messages	a	month.	When	I	had	aWindows	mobile	smart	phone,	I’d	occasionally	sync	Outlook	items	(calendar	and	contacts),	but	rarely	used	it	as	an	email	device.	Actually,	I	never	used	it	as	an	email	device.I	started	to	realize	that	the	iPhone	was	something	different	on	a	trip	to	Las	Vegas	to	accompany	my	daughter’s	varsity	volleyball
team	to	a	tournament.	I	got	lost	trying	to	find	a	hotel,	so	in	desperation,	I	pulled	out	the	iPhone.At	that	point,	I	had	the	iPhone	for	exactly	one	day,	having	unpacked	and	charged	it	the	day	before	my	trip.	I	brought	up	Google	maps,	and	with	only	minor	fiddling,	managed	to	follow	the	blue	dot	to	the	hotel.Subsequently,	I’ve	used	the	iPhone	as	a	GPS	and
mapping	device	a	number	of	times.	Then	I	began	using	the	Web	browser.	Continued…	In	recent	years,	more	and	more	individuals	access	websites	through	mobile	devices	and	use	mobile	as	their	main	method	for	receiving	information	from	a	variety	of	channels.	Recognizing	the	need	to	provide	information	that	is	mobile-friendly,	VA	has	been	moving
toward	writing	content	on	websites	that	keep	mobile	in	mind	and	are	exploring	different	ways	to	reach	audiences	through	mobile	devices.	What	exactly	is	mobile?	Mobile	means	different	things	to	different	people.		It’s	easiest	to	divide	mobile	into	three	distinct	categories:	Website	adoption	to	recognize	the	importance	of	mobile	–	Content	is	written	in
such	a	way	as	to	be	read	easily	on	a	mobile	device,	implementing	a	bite-snack-meal	approach	for	presenting	information.		The	information	is	presented	in	small	bites	to	form	a	snack,	usually	3-4	lines	of	text	to	provide	the	most	important	information	provided	on	the	page	at	the	top	of	it,	so	that	the	site	visitor	doesn’t	need	to	scroll	down,	enabling	the
user	to	access	the	most	important	information	quickly.	Responsive	Web	Design	(RWD)	–	An	approach	to	web	design	aimed	at	allowing	desktop	web	pages	to	be	viewed	in	response	to	the	size	of	the	screen	or	web	browser	one	is	viewing	with	(e.g.,	tablet	or	smart	phone).		VA	has	been	using	RWD	on	its	desktop	web	pages	since	2014.	Developing
exclusively	mobile	versions	of	websites	–	These	“microsites”	are	completely	designed	for	mobile.		These	sites	contain	code	specific	to	mobile	and	are	designed	for	mobile	web	tasks	and	browsing.		These	microsites	often	contain	pared	down	information	on	the	same	topics	covered	on	the	main	site.		One	example	is	the	Center	for	Disease	Control	and
Prevention’s	mobile	site,	m.cdc.gov.	Mobile	tactics	to	reach	people	via	their	mobile	devices	Some	of	the	most	popular	ways	to	reach	individuals	through	their	mobile	devices	include:	Text	(SMS),	both	one-way	(receiving	text	messages)	and	two-way	(text	in	word	to	code	to	receive	custom	content	Apps	on	smartphones	Voice,	one-way	voice	(eg.	celebrity
voice	mail)	or	two-way	voice	(traditional	phone	call)	Location-based	services,	including	using	maps	and	social	applications,	like	foursquare,	to	check-in	by	location	Photo/video,	including	barcodes,	photo	lookup,	translation,	digital	watermarks	VA	Mobile	Initiatives	VA	Mobile	aims	to	improve	the	health	of	Veterans	by	providing	technologies	that	expand
clinical	care	beyond	the	traditional	office	visit.	VA	Mobile	underscores	VA’s	commitment	to	transform	the	way	care	is	delivered	and	to	improve	health	care	coordination	between	Veterans	and	their	care	teams.		VA	recognizes	that	mobile	health	is	emerging	as	an	essential	element	of	health	care,	and	is	dedicated	to	providing	the	most	up-to-date
technologies	to	enhance	patient	experiences.	VA	Mobile	releases	new	Apps	for	Veterans	regularly.	Featured	Apps	Veteran	Appointment	Request	Caring4WomenVeterans	Mobile	Blue	Button	Resources	There	is	a	variety	of	resources	on	the	web	on	mobile	government	initiatives	and	VA	is	involved	in	many	groups	that	promote	usability	and	mobile
government	practices.	According	to	AdMob,	Web	traffic	from	Google	Android	devices	is	quickly	overtaking	Windows	Mobile	in	the	smartphone	segment	with	25%	month-over-month	growth	in	June.	The	advertising	company,	which	does	40%	of	its	business	serving	ads	to	iPhone	users,	says	that	the	new	numbers	put	Android	at	about	5%	mobile	Web
market	share	worldwide–more	than	Windows	Mobile.	(One	such	device,	the	new	HTC	Hero,	below.)AdMob	also	broke	down	some	of	Apple’s	global	sales	numbers	for	the	first	time,	announcing	that	of	the	45	million	iPhones	and	iPod	Touches	sold	worldwide,	about	25	million	of	them	are	here	in	the	U.S.,	based	on	data	collected	from	their	network.	The
ratio,	AdMob	says,	has	stayed	steady	at	about	2:1,	iPhone	to	iPod	Touch.Check	out	the	rest	of	the	data	here.	many	of	us	want	to	use	Android	phone	as	a	modem	for	computer	but	due	to	some	reason	we	cant.	android	offers	this	function.requirements	:-1.	USB	cable2.android	phone3.Laptop	or	computer	with	usb	slot4.android	phones	driver1.open
settings	in	android	phone.3.select	thetering	and	hotspots4.	tick	the	USB	thetering	option.(make	sure	your	Android	phone	is	connected	to	computer	through	USB)5.click	on	network	tab	in	task	bar,	after	some	time	it	will	start	internet	check	by	using	mozilla	or	any	browser.	You	already	know	which	web	browser	we	think	is	best	for	Android,	but	just
because	we	like	it	doesn't	mean	you	have	to.	Thankfully,	there	are	dozens	to	choose	from,	all	with	different	feature	sets.	This	week,	we	want	to	know	which	one	you	think	is	the	best	for	browsing	the	web	on	your	Android	phone	or	tablet.	There’s	no	shortage	of	great	web	browsers	for	Android,	and	which	one	you	use	is	largely	up	to…Read	moreThere
are	dozens	of	browsers	for	Android	available,	not	including	the	stock	one	that	most	of	us	get	with	our	phones.	The	stock	one	is	great,	but	it's	definitely	lacking	when	it	comes	to	advanced	features.	If	you're	an	iOS	fan,	don't	worry,	we'll	get	around	to	your	favorite	picks	next	week,	but	we're	starting	with	Android!	Leave	your	vote	for	the	best	Android
browser	in	the	discussions	below.The	call	for	contenders	is	closed!	To	see	which	of	your	nominees	earned	enough	support	to	make	the	top	five,	head	over	to	the	five	best	Android	web	browsers	to	read	up	and	vote	for	your	favorite!	There	are	dozens	of	great	web	browsers	available	for	Android,	depending	on	the	features	you're…Read	moreG/O	Media



may	get	a	commissionHive	Five	nominations	take	place	in	the	discussions,	where	you	post	your	favorite	tool	for	the	job.	We	get	hundreds	of	nominations,	so	to	make	your	nomination	clear,	please	include	it	at	the	top	of	your	comment	like	so:	VOTE:	BEST	ANDROID	WEB	BROWSER.	Please	don't	include	your	vote	in	a	reply	to	another	person.	Instead,
make	your	vote	and	reply	separate	discussions.	After	you've	made	your	nomination,	let	us	know	what	makes	it	stand	out	from	the	competition.About	the	Hive	Five:	The	Hive	Five	feature	series	asks	readers	to	answer	the	most	frequently	asked	question	we	get:	"Which	tool	is	the	best?"	Once	a	week	we'll	put	out	a	call	for	contenders	looking	for	the	best
solution	to	a	certain	problem,	then	YOU	tell	us	your	favorite	tools	to	get	the	job	done.	Every	weekend,	we'll	report	back	with	the	top	five	recommendations	and	give	you	a	chance	to	vote	on	which	is	best.	For	an	example,	check	out	last	week's	five	best	to-do	list	managers.Finding	the	right	tool	to	track	your	to-dos	is	highly	personal,	and	one	person's
best	is	another's…Read	moreThe	Hive	Five	is	based	on	reader	nominations.	As	with	most	Hive	Five	posts,	if	your	favorite	was	left	out,	it's	not	because	we	hate	it—it's	because	it	didn't	get	the	nominations	required	in	the	call	for	contenders	post	to	make	the	top	five.	We	understand	it's	a	bit	of	a	popularity	contest,	but	if	you	have	a	favorite,	we	want	to
hear	about	it.	Have	a	suggestion	for	the	Hive	Five?	Send	us	an	email	at	tips+hivefive@lifehacker.com!Photo	by	Johan	Larsson.
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